God’s Plan:   Jesus

Colossians 1:24-29

Jesus is God’s Plan for saving mankind.  As we will see tonight, there is no “Plan B.”  We must preach Jesus, the hope of glory.

I.
Jesus is the Key to Understanding the Bible

A.  The Old Testament points to Christ


John 5:39-47, Luke 24:44-45

B.  Jesus shows us the Father


John 14:8-9, 1 Corinthians 2:10-16

C.  The New Testament is the revelation of His mind


1 Corinthians 2:16, Matthew 28:18-20

II.
Jesus is the Key to Understanding Salvation

A.  He is the reason there is salvation


Romans 3:21-26, 2 Corinthians 5:21

B.  He shows us how to understand obedience

Hebrews 5:8, Matthew 26:42
C.  He assures us that obedience is for all the faithful


Revelation 2:10, Ephesians 2:14
III.
Jesus is the Key to Understanding Eternal Life
A.  He is our standard or pattern for living


Romans 8:29, 2 Timothy 1:13
B.  He replaces our self will by living in us


Galatians 2:20, Colossians 1:27
C.  He comes into our hearts when we obey

John 14:23, Acts 2:38
D.  His way is seen in the completeness of the New Covenant


Ephesians 4:11-16, Galatians 4:4
 
 IV.
Jesus is the Key to Successful Relationships

A.  In our personal life


Ephesians 6:1-4, Ephesians 5:23-33
B.  In our spiritual life

John 14:6, John 1:1-3, 7

Does God Have a Backup Plan?

John 6:60-66

Have you ever stopped to think that Jesus did not have a plan “B” if His plan “A” were rejected?  Peter understood this implication when he told Jesus that there was nowhere else to go for eternal life (John 6:60-69).  Consider Jesus’ rejection of Peter’s alternative suggestion in Matthew 16:22-24; any other plan would have been from Satan!  What about the multitude’s desire for another plan to make him their king in John 6:15?  Jesus was uncompromising in pressing the Father’s agenda. 
There is no Plan “B” for Salvation

John 8:24, John 14:6, Mark 16:15-16, John 10:1

There is no Plan “B” for the Church

Matthew 16:18, Ephesians 4:4, Ephesians 1:22-23

There is no Plan “B” for Worship

John 4:24, Col 3:16, 1 Cor 11:23-26, 2 Cor 9:7 
There is no Plan “B” for Our Conduct 
Ephesians 4:29-30, Philippians 2:3

There is no Plan “B” for Church Growth

1 Peter 2:9, Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15, Eph 4:11-16

Conclusion:  Jesus did not compromise and neither should we.  God has only one plan for his people.  In every aspect of Christianity we must be about our Father’s business.
