The Power of Faith
Hebrews 11:1-7

I.	Our Faith Sees Spiritually, v. 1-2
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.
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2 Kings 6:17, Hebrews 11:13, 2 Corinthians 5:7

II. Our Faith sees God’s Work, v. 3
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

Genesis 1-2, Matthew 19:4, Job 38-41

III.	Our Faith is Seen By Action, v. 4-5, 7
4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

James 2, Matthew 19:21, 1 John 2:15

IV.  Our Faith Sees That God Is Pleased, v. 6
6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Acts 2:38, Galatians 5:22-23, Philippians 1:18
Long Suffering

Vine’s Expository Dictionary defines it as “that quality of self-restraint in the face of provocation which does not hastily retaliate or promptly punish, it is the opposite of anger, and is associated with mercy, 1 Peter 3:20.  Patience is the quality that does not surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial; it is the opposite of despondency and is associated with hope…”

It Is a Major Attribute of God
Exodus 34:6, Numbers 14:18, Psalm 86:15, Jeremiah 15:15; Romans 2:4, 9:22, 2 Corinthians 6:6, 1 Peter 3:20, 2 Peter 3:15

Biblical Examples of Long Suffering
Jesus:  1 Timothy 1:16, 1 Timothy 1:13-16
Paul: 2 Corinthians 11:23-30, 2 Corinthians 4:17, 2 Timothy 3:10

It Is Required of All Christians
It must characterize each one of us, 2 Timothy 4:2, 2 Peter 1:5-11
We must show it to one another, Ephesians 4:2, Colossians 1:11, Colossians 3:12, Romans 15:1
But it also must have limits, 1 Peter 3:20, Genesis 6:3, 2 Peter 3:9

How Do we Develop Longsuffering? Heb 10:36
1.  Be persistent in developing it
2.  Begin with applying patience to yourself
3.  Remember that it is your responsibility; no one else can develop it 
      for you
4.  Follow the golden rule with others, Matthew 7:12
5.  Study Bible characters and see their patience, Hebrews 13:7
6.  Consider what life would be like without patience

