My Country ‘Tis of Thee
Romans 13:1-7
In just a few weeks, we will have an election.  It seems that in our country the only thing that our elections accomplish is to make the majority of our citizens unhappy.  While there are various positions that religious groups take concerning our government, from openly endorsing candidates to encouraging non-participation, the Bible is clear on how the Christian is to relate to the government.

I.
Government has PROVIDENCE, v. 1-2


A.  There are three institutions created by God:



Marriage
Government

Church


B.  To resist government is to resist God



Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-14

C.  There is only one exception



Acts 5:29, Matthew 6:33
II.
Government has PURPOSE, v. 3


A.  Government is to be a terror (PHOBOS)



Deuteronomy 19:20-21, Leviticus 24:22

B.  Government should promote good living



Exodus 22:22-23, James 1:27
III.
Government has POWER, v. 4


A.  The purpose of punishment


Justice, 

Detriment, 

Rehabilitation, 
Deterrence from revenge



B.  A discussion of the death penalty



Gen 9:6, Num 35:33, Matt 26:52, Acts 25:11

IV.
Government Needs PARTICIPATION, v. 5-7


A.  For the sake of conscience



Matthew 17:24-27, Colossians 3:17

B.  As good citizens



1 Peter 2:17, James 5:16

Finding the Lord’s Church
Matthew 16:18
There are many churches today.
But their doctrines do not match up:

Godhead

Baptism

Authority
So how do we find the true church?

~ The True Church has the right beginning point

In prophecy:  Jerusalem in the “last days”



Isaiah 2:2-3, Acts 2:15-17
~ The True Church has the right entrance  
The Plan of Salvation (Acts 2:47)


Mark 16:15-16, Acts 2:38, Matthew 28:18-20
~ The True Church worships by God’s authority

In Spirit and in Truth



John 4:24, Colossians 3:17

~ The True Church has authorized organization

Biblical Names with Biblical Qualifications



Colossians 1:18, Philippians 1:1, 1 Timothy 3

~ The True Church engages in authorized work

Evangelism

Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 8:4
Edification

Galatians 6:1-2, Hebrews 10:24-25
Benevolence

Galatians 6:10, James 1:27
