The Bride That Still Turns Heads
Ephesians 5:23-30
Introduction:  While many people say they believe in Jesus, fewer and fewer are committing to the church.  Yet, the Bible teaches us that Christ and His church are inseparable.  Their commitment for one another is amazing.

I.
Christ is the Savior of the Church
Ephesians 5:23-24

23For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
Matthew 16:18, Colossians 1:18, Acts 2:38, 47

II.
Christ Sacrificed for the Church

Ephesians 5:25

Husbands love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.
John 3:16, Romans 5:8, Philippians 2:1-9

III.
Christ Sanctifies the Church

Ephesians 5:26-27

26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.
Romans 10:17, Hebrews 11:6, Acts 17:30, Romans 10:9, Galatians 3:27

IV.
Christ Supports the Church

Ephesians 5:28-30

28In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30because we are members of his body.
1 Corinthians 10:13, Hebrews 13:4-5, Revelation 21:1-3

I’m Just a Country Boy

Amos 7:12-15

There are those who think that they are not educated, well-connected, or popular enough to make a difference in the Kingdom of God.  God can use each one of us for his purposes if we will allow him to.  Amos was a prophet who God used to remind us of this fact.

I.
Amos’ Identity

A.  Amos Was a Country Boy



A shepherd from Tekoa and keeper of fig trees, 1:1



This was not your typical “spiritual” job

B.  Yet God had a task for him to do



The Northern Kingdom was prosperous



They had become selfish and lazy


C.  Many did not like his message



Amos preached judgment, 7:1-9



Amaziah, the priest, tried to intimidate him

II.
Amos’ Message

A.  The People Have Grown Complacent


Amos 5:18-24, 6:1

Philippians 3:12-14
B.  Things Have Taken the Place of God in our Heart


Amos 4:4-5


Colossians 3:5
C.  Don’t Ignore the Poor


Amos 2:6-8, 8:4-6

Matthew 25:31-46
D.  There is Hope For You


Amos 9:11-15


1 John 3:1
