Receiving the Weak in the Faith

Romans 14

Romans 14 is a text that is often misunderstood and abused today.  It reflects a transitional period when Jews and Gentiles were leaving their religions and trying to live life as New Testament Christians.

I.  
The Weak Vs. the Strong

The Weak were sincere and convicted, yet immature

The Strong were more educated and understanding

II.
Paul’s Teaching

A.  The Need for Compassion


Some were not yet mature as Christians, v. 2-3


They needed space and patience to grow, 5-6, 15-16


They held to more than just matters of faith

B.  Unity among Christians


The eating of meat and the keeping of special days


“Everyone has a say, no one has his way”

We must always pursue truth and peace

C.  The Value of a Soul


Don’t be a stumbling block, v. 13


You are not isolated from others, v. 7


Don’t undermine Christ’s work, v. 15

D.  The Place of Conscience


Be assured of your faith in your own mind, v. 5


The trained conscience is a great tool, v. 23

E.  The ultimate judgment


We cannot see a person’s heart, 1 Sam. 16:7


God will always do right, v. 4, 18-12, 22

III. 
The Ultimate Balancing Act

A.  Paul’s example:  Silas and Timothy

B.  Applications for Today

