Why I Believe
Romans 15:13

Faith is necessary for the Christian


Hebrews 11:6, John 8, Romans 15:13

There Are Degrees of Faith

	Little Faith, Matthew 8:26
	Strong Faith, Romans 4:20

	Weak Faith, Romans 14:1
	Great Faith, Matthew 8

	Dead Faith, James 2:26
	Active Faith, Galatians 5:6

	NO BLESSINGS
	GREAT BLESSING


There is Joy in Believing, Rom. 15:13

God’s people are full of joy


Acts 2:46, 8:5, 8, 39

But this world lacks any joy at all

There Is Peace in Believing, Rom. 15:13

Fear is an enemy of peace


Mt 1:20, Lk 2:10, Mt 8:26

Frustration is an enemy of peace


Rom. 8:28, Ps. 37:25

We have the peace that passes all understanding

There is Hope in Believing, Romans 15:13

Hope helps us see the unseen

2 Cor. 4:16, 5:1

Hope is the anchor of our soul


Heb. 6:18-20

Hope enables us to be saved by God’s Power


Romans 8:24, Hebrews 11:1

While there are consequences to unbelief, there are blessings to believing.  We must continue to believe in God’s Word and the blessings that are available to us through Jesus Christ.

Discernment

Hebrews 5:12-14

I.
The Meaning and Purpose of Discernment

A.  Its Meaning:  to note differences
good and evil, right from wrong, truth from error

B.  Not choosing pleasant and unpleasant, 

but right from wrong
C.  By reason of use

1.  Greek word denotes habit or practice

2.  It comes from consistent living as a Christian

3.  Christianity becomes easier through life

D.  For our good, we must weigh things by God’s standard

1.  An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure

2.  Even the great have made mistakes, Job 32:9

II.
Good and Evil

A.  Many try to not classify good and evil in spiritual matters

1.  They hold all moral and spiritual practices are right

2.  Some emphasize sincerity, Proverbs 14:12

3.  Some ways are good and some are evil, Isaiah 5:20

4.  The Bible clearly makes this distinction
III.
Examples of Failure in Discernment

1 Kings 13

Luke 12:16-21
Luke 10:38-42

Matthew 23:23-25
John 8:3-11

Demas

IV.
Some Guideposts For Discernment

A.  Faith

Hebrews 11:24-26
B.  Hope

Hebrews 11:26
C.  Love

John 14:26
D.  Courage

1 Samuel 15:24
E.  Caution

Proverbs 22:3
F.  Investigation
Proverbs 13:6
