Agonizing in Prayer
Romans 15:30

It’s not uncommon for Paul to request prayer from his correspondents, the churches he wrote his epistles to: (II Cor.11:1; Col.4:3; I Thess. 5:25; II Thess. 3:1; Eph.6:19)

I.
Prayer’s Effectiveness

How Effective is Prayer?

A.  Prayer Changes Ourselves

Matthew 26:36-46
B.  Prayer Changes Circumstances
James 5:16, John 15:7
C.  Prayer Changes Our Problems
Ephesians 3:20

D.  But Prayer Must Be Used

James 4:2

II.  
Prayer’s Necessity

What Prayer Should Not Be

A.  Used to spiritually show off



Matthew 6:5
B.  A mindless repetition of phrases



Matthew 6:7
C.  A habit only used in emergencies


Daniel 6:10
What Prayer Should Be

A.  The sharing of our heart with God


Philippians 4:6
B.  A weapon in the battle against the forces of evil



Romans 15:30 (Sunagonizomai), Ephesians 6:10-19
C.  A daily exercise on our journey to heaven



1 Thessalonians 5:17
III.
Prayer’s Struggle

Why Is It So Hard To Pray?


A.  True prayer is a battleground
          Matthew 26:38-44


B.  Often, we don’t know what to pray for
Romans 8:26


C.  Our prayers tend to be self centered
Isaiah 59:1-3
D.  Real prayer takes faith

Mark 11:23, Luke 18:1-8
GIVING AND RECEIVING

Acts 20:35

A.  Is it always better to give? 


1. Giving is not better when the gift is out of 
    
               compulsion.   2 Corinthians 9:7 


2. Giving is not better when it is wrongly

               motivated.   Luke 14:12

3. Giving is not better when it is done for  

               approval.  Acts 5:1,2 


4. Giving is not better when its done to try to 

               satisfy the law.  Matthew 23:23 

B.  What about receiving?


1.  Story of the 10 lepers.   Luke 17:11-19

2.  Paul shows gratitude.  Philippians 4:15-20
C.  Giving and Receiving working together


1.  We give our life to God  Matt. 16:24-27
          God receives pleasure

2. We give our kids a Christian home Prov. 22:6
    Our kids receive a firm foundation

3. We give forgiveness to others Matt. 6:14-15
     We receive forgiveness from God 
4. God gives His Son on the cross John 3:16
     We receive salvation
