Trouble Makers in the Church

Romans 16:17-18

Introduction:  Jesus predicted there would be trouble makers in the church (Matthew 7:15) and Paul warned us of them as well (Acts 20:29-30).  It is very important that we protect ourselves from them today.
I.
The Deeds of the Troublemakers, 17-18
There are tale tell signs of trouble makers, Matthew 7:20

A.  They are Divisive


They cause “divisions” and “offenses”

B.  They are Dishonest


They care only about themselves, Philippians 3:18-19

C.  They are Deceptive

They deceive the simple

II.
The Direction for the Trouble Makers, 17
How do you handle a trouble maker?

A.  They are to be examined


Mark them:  “Scopos”

B.  They are to be excluded


Avoid them, 2 Tim 2:16, 2 John 10-11, 2 Thess. 3:14-15

III.
The Defense Against Troublemakers, 19
What can we do to preserve the church?

A.  Be Committed to the Word of God


1.  Listen to it

2.  Learn it
3.  Live it, James 1:22
B.  Be Christ like Toward Good Works


1 Peter 1:16
Wise to that which is good

C.  Be Childlike Toward Guilty Ways

Simple concerning evil

IV.  The Destruction of the Trouble Maker, 20
A.  Satan will be vanquished


Revelation 12:12, Revelation 20:1-10

B.  The Saints will be victorious


2 Corinthians 12:9

What’s the Reason for the Season?
As Christians we are to speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent.  How does that principle relate to the Christians views and actions at Christmas?
I.
Was Christ Born on December 25, 1 AD?

A.
What year was Jesus Born?



Luke 2:1, Dionysius Exiguus (from the 5th century)

B. 
What day of the year was Christ Born?



Luke 2:2, Luke 2:8 

C.
Why was December 25th chosen?



Winter solstice of December 21st, Sol Invictus
II.
Is It Wrong For Christians to Celebrate the Holidays?


A.  In matters of accuracy



Colossians 3:17, Matthew 28:18-20

B.  In matters of emphasis



Matthew 1:21, 1 Corinthians 11:26

C.  In manners of method



Romans 14, 1 Corinthians 8
III.
Christmas as a secular holiday


A.  Examples of other holidays



Days of week, Halloween, Valentine’s Day

B.  Examples of teaching opportunities



Acts 18:24-28, Acts 8:30-31

C.  Examples of family living



Matthew 5:13-16
