The God of Hope

Romans 15:13

Introduction:  Faith is necessary for the Christian life.
I.
The Need for Hope

A.  There is no life without hope


Ecclesiastes 1:7, Luke 12:20
B.  Christ is our hope


Colossians 1:27,  Genesis 3:15-Revelation 22:20
C.  Hope must be understood

Objectively:  The Divinely guaranteed prospect before us
Subjectively: Looking forward to the fulfillment of the promise
II.
The Application of Hope

A.  Hoped must be possessed


Romans 4, 5, 8:24-25, 13:11, 15:5, 15:13
B.  Hope must be put to work


Philippians 1:20-23, Philippians 3:12-14
C.  Hope must grow


1 Peter 1:3-9, Colossians 1:23
III.
Hope Will Change The World

A.  It gives us perspective


Romans 15:4, 1 Thessalonians 4:13
B.  It gives us purpose


Ecclesiastes 12:13, Acts 4:12
C.  It gives us a reason to live


John 14:6, 1 John 4:19
Phoebe, The Servant
Romans 16:1

Was Phoebe a Church Official?

A.  The context does not teach that she was

Diakonos simply means servant (Matthew 23:11, John 2:5, etc.) and any official attachment to the term must be demanded of the context, as in Phil. 1:1 and 1 Tim. 3:8
B.  The teachings of Paul teach that she was not

1 Timothy 2:8-12


Everyone (Antropos) v. 1

Men, (aner) v. 8


Silence, v. 11

Have authority over, v. 12


Childbearing, v. 15

The New Testament Gives Great Significance to the Woman’s Role
A.   Paul and the Women of Romans 16

Phoebe, faithfully served the church, v. 1-2

Pricilla was a fellow worker in the Lord, v. 3-5

Mary helped the brethren in Rome, v. 6

Tryphaena, Tryphosa and Persis were good friends, v. 12

The mother of Rufus ‘mothered’ the Apostle, v. 13

Julia and the sister of Nereus were worthy of mention, v. 15
B.  Paul’s teachings established women as equals in matters of salvation and importance


Galatians 3:28
All are equal in God’s eyes


1 Corinthians 11:11
Women and Men need one another
