SUFFERING BECAUSE OF CHRIST?
Philippians 1:29
How much suffering do we really go through on behalf of Christ? Philippians1:27-30
Have we turned our suffering for Christ into burdens because of Christ? James 1:2-4
WHAT IS PERSECUTION?
· Pursuing someone on foot in a chase 
· Consequence of professing your faith
· Unpleasant experiences                   .   .
How those of the early church were were persecuted:
1) Beheading –  Matthew 14, Acts 12
2) Stoning – Acts 7
3) Scourging – John 19
4) Crucifixion – Matthew 27
5) Paul’s account - II Corinthians 11:24-28
6) Old Testament Followers - Hebrews 11:36-38
How much suffering are you willing to endure for the cause of Christ?

CONFESSION: More Than Words

Romans 10:9
1. How many of you have ever “confessed” Jesus as your Lord and Savior?

2. What does it mean to confess something?

3. What are we confessing?

4. What is the context of Romans 10?

5. Confessing Jesus Means:
a. Making a Vow/Promise

1. Just like marriage (2 Cor. 11:2-4)

2. Spiritual adultery (Romans 7:1-4)

b. Not afraid of teaching

1. Saving the lost (Mark 16:15-16)

2. Not ashamed of Gospel (Rom. 1:16)

c. Not afraid of persecution

1. Apostles ( Acts 2-4)

2. Steven (Acts 7)

3. Paul (2 Cor. 11)
Confession is not just “something I do” before I get baptized.  It’s more than just words, it’s a lifestyle!

