Don’t Die Dumb, 2 Samuel 3:32

I.	The Backstory
Abner:  A strong, wise man who usually could take care of himself
Joab:  A man thirsting for revenge and seeking an opportunity
David:  A king who chronicled the event


II.	Don’t Die Dumb

A.  	Don’t Wait Until Too Late
1.  Time waits for no one
Ecclesiastes 3:2 A time to be born, And a time to die
Acts 24:25 Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you
2.  We each have the same amount of time
Genesis 1:17 God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth
Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment
3.  What will you accomplish?
Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ[a] who strengthens me
Matthew 17:20 So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief;[a] for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you

B.	Forgive to Live
1.  Our forgiveness is a reflection of our salvation
Matthew 6:14 For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you
Matthew 18:35 So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses
2.  Our forgiveness is a reflection of our savior
1 John 3:16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren
Luke 15:20 And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him
3.  Our forgiveness is a reflection of our character
Gen 50:20 But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive
Romans 12:18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men

C.  	Seek the Sheep
1.  The gospel is the greatest news in the world
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek
1 Thessalonians 2:8 So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us
2.  The gospel is God’s plan to save man
1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief
2 Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him
3.  Spreading the gospel is our binding command
Mark 16:15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature
Acts 17:6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too


Seeing Him Face to Face, Exodus 34:29-35

I.	Moses Experienced a Foretaste of God
A.  He requested to see God’s glory
[bookmark: _GoBack]Exodus 33:12-18  
B.  God granted this request partly
Exodus 33:19-23 
Exodus 34:5-9 Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.” 8 So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 9 Then he said, “If now I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance
C.  One day we shall see God
1 Corinthians 15:42-50 So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 45 And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.”[a] The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord[b] from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear[c] the image of the heavenly Man. 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption
1 John 3:2 
2 Peter 1:4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust


II.	Seeing God Had an Incredible Effect On Moses
A.  His Face Reflected God’s Glory
Exodus 34:29 Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him
B.  Our face should shine in glory as well
Matthew 5:13-14 You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.  14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord
C.  But Moses did not even realize his face was shining
Luke 9:23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,[a] and follow Me

III.	This Shining Was a Foretaste of the Present Age
A.  Moses wore a veil because of the shining faded
2 Cor 3:13 unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was passing away
B.  In the Same way, the Old Testament Faded as Well
2 Corinthians 3:14-15  But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. 15 But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart
C.  Under the New Covenant, the Veil is Lifted and the Splendor is Renewed 
2 Corinthians 3:16-12 Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord

Conclusion:  We see the glory in our wait for eternity, in our everyday living and in the beauty of the Gospel.
