God’s Perfect Pattern of Giving

1 Corinthians 16:1-2
I.
The Perfect Period


A.  “On the first day of every week”



1.  We are commanded to give on a weekly basis



2.  Our giving is an act of worship


B.  The wisdom of this plan



1.  It is easier to give on a weekly basis



2.  The church’s needs are weekly

II.
The Perfect People


A.  “each of you”



1.  Each of us has a responsibility

1.  We are the house of God, 1 Tim. 3:15


B.  Our obligation in this regard should be taught



1.  In the church and in the home



2.  We should teach by example

III.
The Perfect Plan

A.  “is to put something aside”



1.  To set aside for a specific purpose, Eph. 3:21



2.  Proper giving requires proper planning


B.  We should give substantially to the cause

1.  As you have purposed in your heart 2 Cor. 9:7



2.  How should we do this?  2 Cor. 9:2-3

IV.  The Perfect Place


A.  “and store it up”



1.  The original Greek word refers to a “treasury”



2.  It is Scriptural to have a church budget

B.  The Church is the proper place to give, 2 Cor. 8:1-11



1.  Its sad to expect others to fight our battles for us



2.  Our giving will help the Kingdom grow

V.
The Perfect Proportion

A.  “as he may prosper…”



1.  All blessings come from God, James 1:17, Ps 37:25


2.  Our giving should reflect our gratitude

B.  Not everyone can give the same amount



1.  Give God the best, not the leftovers, Pro. 3:9



2.  The amount you give is your response to God
Should Christians Gamble?

Principles of Christianity Violated by Gambling

STEWARDSHIP

1.  Gambling is poor stewardship
1 Corinthians 4:1-2, Luke 16:1ff, Matthew 25:26

2.  Gambling makes money an idol 
Luke 12:15, Colossians 3:5, Jude 11, Titus 1:7, 11, 
1 Timothy 6:6-10
3.  Gambling goes against the work ethic
Genesis 3:9, Ephesians 4:28, 2 Thessalonians 3:10, 12, Hebrews 6:12, Matthew 25:26, Proverbs 18:9
SOCIETY

4.  Gambling is evil because little good comes from it 
1 Thessalonians 5:22, Romans 12:9

5.  Gambling sets an evil example
1 Timothy 4:12, Titus 2:7-8, 1 Corinthians 9:12
6.  Gambling is associated with crime

1 Corinthians 15:33, Romans 12:2
7.  Gambling will destroy the gambler, home, marriage, career


Ephesians 5:22-33, Matthew 5:16
PERSONAL

8.  Gambling is wrong because it enslaves
2 Peter 1:6, 2 Timothy 3:3, 1 Corinthians 6:12
9.  Gambling violates the golden rule:  “Do unto others…” Matthew 7:12, Matthew 22:39, John 13:34-35, Galatians 6:10

10.  Gambling goes against loving God supremely
Matthew 22:37, Matthew 6:24

