The Ministry of Hospitality
Romans 12:9-13

Definition of Hospitality:  Making room for the stranger
“You once were aliens in the land.”

Leviticus 19:33-34, Job 31:32
Hospitality Legislated
We are commanded to show hospitality

Romans 12:13, Hebrews 13:1-2, 1 Peter 4:8-10

Elders 1 Timothy 3:2, Widows 1 Timothy 5:10

Hospitality Observed
1.  It breaks down barriers



Acts 10, Jesus and Luke 15

2.  It helps us to serve others



Luke 7:37-47, John 13:12-17

3.  It helps us look like Christ



Jesus is guest (Mt. 25:31-46), 
host (Lk 14:16-24), meal (Mt. 26:26-28)
Hospitality’s Vehicle
1.  Invite people to your home or take them out to eat

2.  Greet and welcome people at church services

3.  Search out the lonely and the broken hearted

Hospitality Encouraged
1.  It reminds us to look back at ourselves



2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 2:5

2.  It helps us to look like our Master 



Matthew 20:28, Luke 15:2
3.  It earns us a reward



Luke 6:38, Matthew 25:31-46 

The Beatitudes of Hospitality
Blessed are those who practice hospitality for in so doing, they demonstrate their love for God, 1 John 3:17-18

Blessed are those who pursue the love of strangers for in so doing, they model the character of God, Romans 12:13

Blessed are church leaders who show hospitality for in so doing, they display their homes where their character is most revealed, 
1 Timothy 3:1-2, Titus 1:5-8
Blessed are those who include people of all cultures on their guest lists for in so doing, they demonstrate the expansive love for God’s people, John 3:16

Blessed are those who develop hospitality management skills, for in so doing, they are capable stewards of the Lord’s provision, 
1 Corinthians 4:2

Blessed are those who extend hospitality to “the others”—singles, widows, the grieving—for in so doing they are choosing to live out Biblical compassion, James 2:14-16

Blessed are those whose homes are a place of refuge and center of evangelism, for in so doing they are glorifying their heavenly father by their actions, 1 Peter 2:11-12

Blessed are those who do not become disillusioned in practicing biblical hospitality, for in so doing, they understand that in due time they will reap if they do not grow weary, Galatians 6:9

Blessed are those who acknowledge they are unable to practice biblical hospitality in their own strength, for by this means they learn  that our Lord’s power overcomes their weaknesses and allows them to become vessels to be used for his glory and honor, 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10, Philippians 4:13
Five Keys to Making a Difference

Acts 10:48

Walk Closely With God


Acts 10:1-4, 9

Obey God’s Commands


Acts 9:39, 10:8, 23-25, 28-29

Reach Outside Your Comfort Zone


Acts 9:32-43, 10:5-6, 20, 25, 48

Look For God’s Providence


Acts 9:32-43, 10:19, 22-23

Disregard Criticism


Acts 10:13-14, 11:1-3, 18

