Faith of Our Fathers
Romans 11:11-21
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Introduction:  Paul uses a common practice in 1st century farming, olive tree grafting, to explain God’s dealings with His people.  This analogy has application to us even today in relation to the source of our faith, our activity in the Kingdom and our outreach to other peoples.
Lessons Learned

There is Only One Root of Salvation

Jesus Christ died for our sins



1 Timothy 2:5, John 14:6, 1 Corinthians 1:12
The gospel is communicated through the Bible



2 Peter 1:3, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Jude 3
We Must Produce or Be Cut Off 
Those who produce for the Kingdom will be blessed



Matthew 19:29, 2 Timothy 4:8, Revelation 2:10
Those who are idle will be disposed of



John 15:2, Matthew 25:30, Romans 1:31
There is Hope for All People

God is no respecter of persons
Acts 10:34, Romans 1:16, Galatians 3:28
We will be judged by our deeds, not our ancestry



Revelation 14:13, Ephesians 2:10, Acts 2:38
Five Kinds of People Our Church Needs
Our congregation is a very special place with many good people.  By God’s grace we have a good history, a strong present and an even better future ahead of us.  In order to continue our growth, both numerically and spiritually, each of us needs to be a people who have the following five traits.  We need to be a:

People of Faith


Those who believe nothing will do nothing



Numbers 13:17, Numbers 14:11-12


Faith must make a difference in our life


Matthew 17:14-21, James 2:14ff

People of Prayer


The prayer of a righteous man avails much


James 5:16, Matthew 21:18-22


God hears our prayer and will change things



Matthew 7:7-11

People of Joy


There is no reason for Christians to be despondent


Philippians 4:4, john 16:33

We have so many blessings in Christ



Ephesians 1:3, 2 Timothy 4:7-8

People of Love


We must love the Lord


John 14:23-24, 1 John 5:3


We must love people



Hebrews 13:1, Galatians 5:15, Luke 19:10

People of Work


Persistency is the key to success


Luke 18:1-8, Philippians 3:12-15


Our lives must be lives of service



1 Corinthians 15:58, Romans 12:1-2
