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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson One:  Jesus is Great (Introduction)

Who Was Mark?Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mark was a man who appears to have lived in Jerusalem and to have had a close relationship with Peter (Acts 12:12, 1 Peter 5:13).  He was also a cousin of Barnabas.  He is most known in the Bible as the young man who abandoned Paul and Barnabas on the 1st Missionary Journey (Acts 13:13) and caused a split of the two great missionaries before their 2nd Missionary Trip (Acts 15:36-40).  Mark later redeemed himself and was often with Paul in his work later in life (Colossians 4:10, 2 Timothy 4:11, Philemon 24).

What Was Mark’s Source of Information?
All the books in our Bible are ultimately authored by the Holy Spirit which moved holy men to write the things needed for the church (2 Peter 1:21).  But we still can learn much from the background of the authors.  While we are unsure how much Mark saw Jesus during his ministry, early church historians claim that our present Book of Mark is a summary of the preaching of the Apostle Peter.  Papias, an early church writer who lived around 80 AD, said that Mark wrote all that Peter remembered of the things said and done by the Lord.  And while they were not in chronological order, they were very accurate.  Other early historians affirm the origin and authorship of the book.  These historians include Eusebius, Justin (150 AD), Irenaeus (150 AD), Tertullian (200 AD) and others. In Germany during the late 1800’s, the concept of source criticism came to be in vogue.  This is the philosophy that a lost gospel account now called “Q” and the Gospel of Mark are the earliest accounts of the life of Jesus.  According to this theory, Matthew and Luke copied from these two accounts to create their gospels.  This idea is far-fetched and is not supported by the Bible or by any church historians in the first few centuries after the establishment of the church.
Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________Next Week
Lesson Two:
Jesus, Man of Greatness
 Mark 1:1-45




What Makes Mark’s Gospel Unique?
Oftentimes, we summarize the styles of the Gospel by speaking of the audience for whom they are written.  For example, Matthew is said to be the Gospel to the Jews because of its large quoting of the Old Testament, Luke is said to be to the Greeks because of its precise nature and length, John is said to be the Gospel to the thinking man because of its philosophical nature.  In this bent, Mark is said to be written to the Romans because of its short, to the point style and its constant movement by using the word “immediately” and “and.”  Mark focuses on what Jesus does more than what Jesus says.  For example, the gospel has eighteen miracles but only four parables.  Mark’s gospel is a good book to use as a summary of the life of Christ because over ninety percent of what Mark records is repeated in the Matthew and Luke.

Some Important Things to Remember
When studying the Book of Mark, always remember the bookends of 1:1 and 15:39.  Mark’s point is that Jesus is the Son of God.  Everything else in the Book is to support that assertion.  While many passages can be used as the key verse of the book, notice what 7:37 says, “He has done all things well.”  This is an excellent summary of the earthly life of Jesus.

Questions:
1.  Why did Mark have a unique perspective to write this book?

2.  Why is it good to study the background of Biblical authors?

3.  Of the four gospels, which is your favorite account?  Why?

4.  Why do you think Mark wanted to emphasis the fact that Jesus is God’s Son?  What effect does that fact have on your life?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Two:  Jesus Man of Greatness (1:1-45)

The style of Mark is quick moving and dramatic.  The entire first year of our Lord’s ministry is presented in the first chapter of Mark’s gospel.  The point of the chapter is to present Christ as having all authority.

Jesus is the Son of God (1:1-13)
The book opens up by telling us that this is the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  The significance of Jesus is proclaimed by the forerunner John the Baptizer, who in fulfillment of the prophecy found in Isaiah and Malachi proclaimed the identity and authority of Jesus.  John, wearing camel’s hair with a leather belt and eating locusts and wild honey, acted as a prophet preparing the people of Israel for the Messiah.  As the prophet speaks of Jesus, John tells him that he is unworthy even to untie his shoes.  Jesus’ authority is even further proclaimed from the heavens at his baptism (1:11).  Jesus is not a mythological figure, nor is he a mere mortal man.  He is the Christ, the Son of God!

Calling the Apostles (1:14-22)
This was not the first time Jesus met these disciples (John 1:35-51), but is a reference to a more formal calling to their apostleship and included them leaving their occupations to accompany Jesus continually.  In keeping with the theme of this chapter, Jesus called these men to full obedience to him, even to the point of immediately leaving their occupations and families to follow him.   Jesus told them he would change them from fishers to fishers of men.  That is, as they followed Jesus, they would also call men to follow after their examples in obeying Christ.   Jesus obviously is one with authority (1:23) and he must be obeyed.Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Power Over Unclean Spirits (1:23-28)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Three:
Jesus, 
Greater Than Sin
Mark 2:1-28



As Jesus was teaching in Capernaum, a man with an evil spirit cried out to him asking Jesus what was his purpose was in being there.  Demon possession was a phenomenon that occurred mainly in the days of Jesus’ ministry on earth and the apostles’ time as well.  While at times there were some similarities to sicknesses and mental illness, demon possession was real and literal in the Biblical accounts.  It was allowed by God primarily to show Christ’s and the apostles’ authority.  There is very little evidence that demon possession occurs today.  As Jesus told the spirit to come out of the man, the man convulsed, shrieked and fell to the ground.  The spirit left the man and fled the presence of Christ.  The people were amazed that even the demons obeyed Christ.

Power Over Sickness (1:29-45)
Jesus continued to show his power over the sicknesses and weaknesses of the human body.  He healed Peter’s mother-in-law and many others in the region who were sick or demon possessed.  While many people searched him out for him amazing powers, Jesus still found time to pray alone and to travel to various towns and synagogues in Galilee to preach the good news.  He also healed a man who had the dreaded disease of leprosy.  As word got out about the power and authority of Jesus, the people of the area thronged to see and hear him.  It became very difficult for Jesus to enter into the towns or public places of the region.

Questions
1.  What evidence do we have that Jesus is God’s Son?

2.  Does demon possession occur today?  Why or why not?

3.  Why is it important that Jesus was able to do miracles?

4.  What implications does the authority of Jesus have on your life?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Three:  Jesus, Greater Than Sin (2:1-28)

Man’s greatest problem is sin (Isaiah 59:1-2 and Romans 6:23).  Mark’s gospel focuses on how Jesus came to take care of our sins.  Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Able To Heal and Forgive Sins (2:1-12)
While Jesus continued to teach in Capernaum, four friends brought a bed ridden man with palsy.  Not able to get into the house where Jesus was because of the crowds, they broke through the roof and set the man down inside by Jesus.  Jesus saw the faith of the men and said, “Your sins are forgiven.”  When the scribes heard this they became angry because they knew that only God can forgive sins.  Jesus then asked them the question, “Which is easier to say to the paralytic? Your sins are forgiven you or rise up and walk?”  It’s easier to heal than to forgive because only God can forgive sins.  But it is easier to claim to forgive man than to claim to heal, because the healing would be visible but the forgiveness would not.  Thus by healing the man, Jesus showed authority to heal and forgive.  To show his authority, he told the bed ridden man to rise up and walk.  

Jesus Calls Sinners To Him (2:13-17)
As Jesus passed by the tax office, he saw Levi (Matthew) the tax collector.  He called this man to be one of his apostles as well.  When Jesus dined in his house, many other tax collectors and sinners were there to meet him.  Because tax collectors worked for the Romans, the Jews hated them and considered them great sinners.  By eating with these people, Jesus showed that God’s forgiveness is extended even to the worst of people.  Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”  Jesus showed through his life that truly, the gospel is for all.
Stretching Wineskins (2:18-22)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Four:
Jesus, 
Greater Than Satan
Mark 3:1-35



The disciples of John the Baptizer and of the Pharisees would often fast.  One time they asked Jesus why his disciples did not fast.  Jesus responded that his disciples were joyful because he was with them.  Jesus used the metaphor of patching wineskins to explain his point.  When a fresh skin was filled with wine, it would swell as the wine aged.  Once the swelling was complete, it would stiffen and no longer be pliable to further growth.  In the same way, Jesus was ushering in a new kingdom with new rules.  No longer would fasting be a major spiritual work as it had been in the Old Testament Day of Atonement.  Instead, the disciples of Jesus would be filled with joy.  While there would be occasions when the disciples would fast and be persecuted, for the most part, the New Covenant is filled with rejoicing.

God Cares For His People (2:23-28)
As Jesus and his disciples were traveling on the Sabbath, they plucked grain from the fields to eat.  This broke a tradition of the Pharisees.  When Jesus was confronted over this, Jesus reminded them that he was Lord of the Sabbath.  As David had broken tradition to feed himself, so it was permissible for the disciples to pluck and eat grain on the Sabbath.  We must be careful that our traditions do not cause a stumbling block for those wishing to obey God.

Questions
1.  What did the friends do to bring the lame man to Jesus?  What are we doing to bring others to Jesus?

2.  If all people need salvation, why do you think Jesus said only the sick need a doctor?  

3.  Have you ever fasted?  Why or why not?

4.  Why do people make so many religious traditions?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Four:  Jesus, Greater Than Satan (3:1-35)

A battle is raging between the forces of Christ and the forces of Satan.  Each of us is on one of the sides of the battle.  In every decision we make in life and in every situation, we need to realize that our actions have consequences for the eternal kingdom.Notes:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Evil of Those Who Opposed Jesus (3:1—6)
The Pharisees were the leading religious influence of Jesus’ days here on the earth.  They instructed the people in the Law and encouraged rules which made a ‘fence’ around the Law so that it would not be broken.  But when Jesus healed a man with a withered hand, they were placed in a difficult situation.  They knew it was better to do good than to do evil, but Jesus’ miracle went against the traditions they held on to so dearly.  They realized that either Jesus must be destroyed or their traditions must be destroyed.  Therefore they began to plot with the Herodians about destroying Jesus.  What is significant about this fact is the Herodians believed completely opposite everything the Pharisees stood for.  They were heavily influenced by the Gentiles and did not follow the Law.  Yet the hatred of the Pharisees towards Jesus caused them to give up their morals so they could win a fight.

The Evil Spirits Thrown Out By Jesus (3:7-19)
Jesus continually performed great miracles.  He healed many who were hurting in various ways.  He even threw out the unclean spirits from those who were possessed.  Even though these evil spirits each testified of Jesus’ authority, Jesus refused to allow them to tell others.  Jesus did not want to be associated with the forces of the underworld.  Jesus also gave these miraculous abilities to his twelve apostles.
The Evil Authorities Accusing Jesus (3:20-30)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Five:
Jesus, Greater Than the Storm
Mark 4:1-41



Jesus and his apostles were so busy; they did not even have time to eat.  When his family heard about this they tried to capture him and take him away because they thought he was crazy.  The scribes accused Jesus of being Beelzebub, or Satan.  Jesus explained how ludicrous this idea was because his work was destroying Satan’s kingdom and power.  Jesus had bound Satan and was entering his house and taking the people who belonged to Satan.  Nothing could stand in the way of Jesus accomplishing his will.

The Evil Ones ‘Helping’ Jesus (3:31-35)
Jesus’ brothers and mother came to get Jesus and were standing outside the house.  When Jesus was told that his mother and brothers were there, he responded by looking around at those who were by him and saying, “Here are my mother and brothers.”  Those who do the will of God are much closer to Jesus than just disciples.  Jesus considers us family when we are faithful to him.  The spiritual bonds that we have are much stronger and closer than any blood relations here on earth.

Questions
1.  Sin takes you where you don’t want to go and takes you further than you want to go.  Do you have any examples of this fact?

2.  Why do you think the Pharisees were so opposed to Jesus and his teachings?

3. Why is it important that we never lose sight of the battle that is always raging between Jesus and Satan for the souls of this world?

4.  What are some examples you have seen of the closeness and love of Christians for one another?  
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Five:  Jesus, Greater Than the Storm (4:1-41)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


In this, the parable section of Marks gospel, Jesus compares the Word of God to a seed by emphasizing two truths: (1) We must be careful to obey the Word of God. (2) God’s Word will accomplish his purpose.

The Parable of the Four Soils (4:1-25)
A sower planted his seed over four types of ground:  hard, stony, thorny, and good.  The seed that fell on the good soil more than made up for the seed that was lost in the poor soils.  When we allow ourselves to become hardened to the Word or God, or too shallow or too busy, we lose the opportunity to be what God wants us to be in life.  We must clean our hearts so we can receive the implanted word in our hearts and grow.

The Parable of the Growing Seed (4:26-29)
The farmer does not know how his seed grows; he just knows that it does.  This parable reminds us that the power and ability for growth and success all belongs to God.  We must be obedient and trusting towards God and his will for our lives.  Through him we can accomplish great things.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed (4:30-34)
A mustard seed is among the smallest of seeds, yet it creates a bush that is large enough for the birds to build their nests in it.  Likewise, the kingdom of God appeared very small and weak with the person of Jesus and his small group of Apostles, but it was destined to be a blessing worldwide.  A congregation should not be judged only by the size of its membership, but by the size of its faith in God.
Jesus Calms the Storm, (4:35-41)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Six:
Jesus, 
Greater Than Time
Mark 5:1-43



As Jesus and his apostles were crossing over the Sea of Galilee in a small boat, a storm came up.  The waves were filling the boat up with water and the apostles were afraid they would soon die.  All this time Jesus was sleeping in the boat.  As they woke Jesus, they asked him why he wasn’t caring that they were about to perish.  Jesus stood up and spoke to the sea.  It immediately calmed and was still.  The disciples who had seen Jesus deliver others now themselves experienced his saving power. Jesus then asked the apostles why they had no faith.  The apostles were amazed and said to one another, “Who can this be that even the winds and the waves obey him?”  This passage gives us a very powerful lesson today as we consider where Jesus is when we face storms and tribulations in life.  Perhaps the problem of the apostles was not that they woke Jesus up, but that they waited until their last resort to awaken him.  Do we try every possible solution first before we turn our problems over to God?  Living in Christ does not save us from the storms of life, but when we obey, Jesus is with us to see us through the storm.  Sometimes he delivers us from difficulties.  Sometimes he gives us grace to pass through the storm.  How often could Jesus ask us the same question he asked his apostles, “Why are you so fearful?”  We need to have faith in God in every circumstance for he will see us through the storms of life.

Questions
1.  According to the Parable of the Soils, what must we do to our hearts in order for the seed to grow well?

2.  What are some examples of the power of faith (compared to a mustard seed) that you have seen in your life?

3.  Why do you think Jesus was so angry with his apostles?

4.  How do we turn our problems over to God?  
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Six:  Jesus, Greater Than Time (5:1-43)

Jesus was among the busiest people who have ever lived (John 21:25).  Yet in his busyness, he did not neglect to show compassion for others and to do good things.Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Jesus Heals Legion (5:1-20)
As Jesus reached the area of Gadarenes, immediately a man possessed by multiple demons came to meet him.  This man lived among the tombs and could not be bound by chains.  He was in a hopeless state.  When he saw Jesus he ran and fell at his feet.  Jesus commanded the demons possessing him (named Legion) to leave his body and to possess the two thousand pigs that were nearby.  As soon as they did so, the pigs went over a cliff and were destroyed.  The healed man was thankful to Jesus for what he had done.  Jesus told him to return home and see his family.

Jesus Heals Jarius’ Daughter (5:21-24, 35-43)
After Jesus had crossed the sea again, a great multitude once again gathered around him. One of the rulers of the synagogue, Jarius, came to Jesus and fell at his feet begging.  His daughter was at the point of death and had no hope of living without Jesus. So Jesus went with him and a great multitude accompanied him as well.  After Jesus was interrupted with the woman who had the flow of blood, Jarius received word that his daughter had died.  Jesus told him, “Do not be afraid, only believe.”  Jesus took his closest disciples and the child’s parents and came into the little girl’s room.  After sending everyone else out of the room, he knelt down beside the young child.  He told the little girl to arise and then she came back to life.  A great miracle was performed and many people were amazed at the power of Jesus.
Jesus Heals The Woman (5:25-34)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Seven:
Jesus, 
Greater Than Chaos
Mark 6:1-56



[bookmark: _GoBack]As Jesus was on his way to heal Jarius’ daughter, the crowd massed around him.  Suddenly Jesus stopped and began asking who had touched him.  While the question seemed silly to many at the time, Jesus recognized that someone had contacted him who needed him.  The woman who touched Jesus had suffered from a flow of blood for over twelve years.  Spending all of her resources on doctors, she had become worse instead of better.  The only hope she had was the healing power of Jesus.  While she had been afraid and perhaps even embarrassed to approach Jesus, Jesus took the time to heal her and to get to know her as well.

A Lesson On Priorities
This is a classic chapter in the Book of Mark because of just how busy Jesus is throughout.  From traveling across the Sea to find Legion, to traveling across again to meet Jarius, to being interrupted on the way by the woman with a flow of blood, Jesus was busy.  But he never lost his sense of purpose. While he may have been pressed at times by the crowd or interrupted on the way by those needing help, he never lost sight of what he was sent here to do.  Yes, we are busy but we must never lose our sense of purpose in seeking first the Kingdom of God.

Questions
1.  Why do you think Jesus allowed the demons to go into the pigs when they left the man they were possessing?

2. Jarius and the woman seemed to only approach Jesus when everything else didn’t work.  Are you guilty of that today as well?

3.  According to the time you spent last week, what are your top three priorities?

4.  According to your bank account last month, what are your top three priorities?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Seven:  Jesus, Greater Than Chaos (6:1-56)

Some call it Murphy’s Law, others just call it life.  Whatever it’s called, we can get so busy that it is difficult to remember our priorities.  Rather than being who we are in spite of circumstances, perhaps we’re shaped by our world so much that we are no longer ourselves.  Notice how in this chapter, Jesus deals with rejection, hunger, grieving and protecting others: all while staying true to himself and his mission.Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Only a Carpenter’s Son (6:1-13)
As Jesus made his way home, many of the people he grew up with did not respect Jesus’ teaching or his identity.  Having known his family, they could not believe that Jesus was the Son of God even though his teaching and miracles proved it.  Enduring the pain of this experience, Jesus continued to stay true to himself by teaching the Word of God to all who would listen.  Later, Jesus called his apostles to him and told them each to go out two by two and put into practice the things they had seen Jesus do.  While these men had the ability to do miracles, Jesus helped them to realize that they too, would be rejected.  When they were, they were to shake off the dust from their feet and go on, just as Jesus had done.

John, the Baptizer Is Killed (6:14-29)
King Herod was fooled by his wife and daughter into killing John the Baptizer.  The prophet who had foretold the coming of the Messiah was executed in a prison as a criminal.  This result saddened Jesus greatly.  Yet Jesus continued in his preaching and good works.  It would not be long until Jesus would be executed as John the Baptizer was:  an innocent man killed by an irresponsible king who wished only to please those who were around him.
Notes:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Eight:
Jesus, Greater Than Vain Religion
Mark 7:1-8:38




Feeding 5,000 (6:30-44)
As the apostles reported back to Jesus, he brought them to a secluded place so that they could have time together to at least eat.  But the crowds continued to come after Jesus and a difficult situation arose.  Five thousand men (plus the women and children) were gathered to listen to Jesus but there was nowhere for these people to get food.  Jesus, having compassion on the people, told the apostles to find something.  Finding only five loaves of bread and two fish, the apostles knew that there was not enough food to feed everyone who was there.  Jesus blessed the food they had and created enough to feed everyone and even have some left over.

Walking on Water (6:50)
When the people were fed, Jesus immediately made the apostles get into a boat and sent them to Bethsaida while he sent the multitudes away.  Now when the boat was in the middle of the sea during the early morning hours, the men saw a figure like a ghost walking on the sea.  They cried out in fear, but Jesus proclaimed, “It is I, do not fear.”  Jesus then got in the boat with them and comforted them.  As they arrived back at land; once again the crowds thronged around them.  It seemed that everyone was bringing the sick and the hurting to be healed by Jesus.

Questions
1.  In what ways do our families and close friends affect us spiritually?

2.  Is it wrong to mourn when a Christian dies?  Why or why not?

3.  Why do we get so busy?  What are the dangers in being busy?

4.  How do you keep a spiritual mindset when you are busy?  What suggestions do you have?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Eight: Jesus, Greater Than Vain Religion (7:1-8:38)

The people of Jesus’ days on earth were very religious.  But their religion was self-centered and blinding towards what God wanted from them.Notes:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Jesus Teaches Inner Purity (7:1-23)
The Pharisees and scribes confronted Jesus about how they did not follow the tradition of ceremonial hand washing before meals.  Jesus replied to them that the Jewish rulers had become more concerned with their silly traditions that with the Law of God.  That which goes out of a man defiles him more than any food that goes in.  For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, adultery, covetousness, pride and foolishness.  It is the condition of the heart that the people needed to focus upon.  When the heart is pure, then the actions will be pure as well.

Giving The Gospel To The Dogs (7:24-37)
A Gentile woman found Jesus in the region of Tyre and Sidon and asked him to cleanse her daughter of an unclean spirit.  Jesus told her that his mission must first go to the Jews for they were the people to whom he was sent.  As she humbly and persistently begged, Jesus told her to go her way for her daughter was healed.  What is significant about this passage is that while Jesus was sent to the Jewish nation (the children of Abraham); many of the Gentiles actually had more faith than they did.  In the Age of the Church many more Gentiles have to come to faith in Christ than Jews.  While the gospel came to the Jews first in fulfillment of prophecy, the gospel now is truly for all who will believe.


Seeking A Sign (8:1-26)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Nine:
Jesus, 
Greater Than Us
Mark 9:1-50




As Jesus fed four thousand with only seven loaves and a few fish, the Pharisees began to dispute with him.  They demanded that Jesus call forth a sign from heaven to prove his identity as the Son of God.  They refused to accept all of the many things they had seen and insisted on still more proof.  Their problem was not a lack of proof but rather, a hardness of heart.  Jesus warned his disciples to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.  That is, to not be so influenced by preconceived spiritual notions that we cannot see the simple truth.  The leaven of preconceived notions are the root of denominationalism today.  When we take the pure word of God into our hearts, then we will produce pure fruit for God’s Kingdom.

Peter Rises And Falls (8:27-38)
One day Jesus asked his disciples “Who do men say that I am?”  As they responded with the names of many prophets, Jesus asked them who they thought he was.  Peter gave the good confession, “You are the Christ.”  Then as Jesus warned them of what would soon happen concerning his death, Peter began to rebuke him.  Jesus told Peter, “Get behind me Satan!  For you are not mindful of the things of God.”  Even Peter had fell victim to trying to make Jesus fit his way of thinking rather than humbling himself and following Christ wherever he leads.

Questions
1.  Why is it important that we have a heart right with God?

2.  Why do you think the Gentiles were more open to the news of Jesus than some Jews were?

3.  Why could the Pharisees not be convinced of Jesus’ identity?

4.  What are some other examples of Bible characters like Peter who did well and then messed up?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Nine:  Greater Than Us (9:1-50)

The key to Christianity is putting Christ before ourselves.  When we consider belief, repentance, confession and baptism; each of these acts of salvation are a response of humility to the commands of Christ.  Putting Christ first is the focus of this chapter.Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Transfiguration (9:1-3)
Jesus took his closest disciples up on a mountain and was transfigured before them.  His clothes became very white and Elijah and Moses appeared with him.  When Peter saw this great event, he suggested they build three monuments to show that Christ was equal to these great men of the Old Testament.  Then a cloud from heaven overshadowed them and a voice from heaven proclaimed, “This is my beloved Son.  Hear him.”  God had made it plain and clear that Jesus is greater than any of the prophets, for he is the very Son of God.  We must always recognize that salvation cannot be found in any name but the name of Christ.  We, like the apostles, must listen to Christ.  

Failure of the Disciples (9:14-29)
When Jesus came to the disciples, he found them arguing with the scribes.  Asking what was happening, Jesus found that a man had brought his demon possessed son but the disciples were unable to cure him.  Jesus was upset with the disciples for their lack of faith and with the scribes for their constant disputing.  As Jesus talked to the father about faith, the father fell to his knees and cried out “Lord I believe, help my unbelief!”  The boy was healed, the scribes were proven wrong and the disciples learned an important lesson about prayer and fasting.  The problem of the time was not a lack of power on God’s part, but a lack of faith on man’s part.
Who Is The Greatest? (9:30-37)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Ten:
Jesus, the Great Teacher
Mark 10:1-52




As they were traveling, Jesus asked his disciples what they had been arguing about earlier.  They were afraid to answer because they had been arguing about who was the greatest among them.  This debate had raged among the disciples from the time they first met all the way until before Jesus’ death (John 13).  Jesus reminded them that in the Kingdom greatness is accomplished through service.  Jesus said, “If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.”  He then used the illustration of a little child.  We must have the trust, openness and desire to please others as a child does.  The church has no room for big egos, but has a desperate need for humble servants.

Our Influence (9:38-50)
Jesus continued to speak of our influence as he spoke of how our causing another to stumble spiritually is like tying a millstone around our neck while being thrown into the sea.  We must be very careful of our actions.  If our hands, feet or eyes cause us to sin, it is more profitable that we cut them off than to enter into hell.  Jesus is not approving of cutting off of our body parts here, but is instead teaching on priorities.  We must live to go heaven through God’s grace and encourage others towards heaven as well.  Heaven is too great to miss.  That is why we must live as salt and light in this world.

Questions
1.  Why was Peter rebuked by the voice from heaven during the Transfiguration?

2.  What are some ways that we can grow in faith?

3.  What are some dangers of having big egos in the church?

4.  Why is it so important that we be aware of how we influence others?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Ten:  Jesus, the Great Teacher (10:1-52)

While Mark mainly focuses on Jesus’ actions, he spends some time here recording the words of the master teacher.  The lessons contained in this chapter will take us very far if we follow them.Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Marriage (10:1-11)
Testing Jesus, the Pharisees asked Jesus about divorce.  Jesus reminded them with a quotation from Genesis about Adam and Eve that God intends that our marriages last for life.  We enter into very dangerous territory when we separate what God has put together and begin divorcing and marrying others, Matthew 19:9.  It is essential that we love our spouses and we treat our marriages with great respect.  For the way we treat our spouses is a reflection of the love we have for God, 1 Peter 3:7.

Children (10:13-16)
As Jesus was speaking to his disciples on the important subject of marriage and divorce, they were interrupted by some children that had been brought to see Jesus.  The disciples rebuked them for their interruption, but Jesus told them to “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for of such is the Kingdom of God.”  He took them up, laid his hands on them and blessed them.  It is essential that the church today remember the importance of children.  While some see children as an inconvenience because they are messy around the church building or they cry during worship services, we know that having children in worship today is a good indicator of the health of the church for the next generation.  Even more than that, we remember that if Jesus loves the little children, we must love them as well.  Work hard to be known as someone who loves children.
The Rich, Young Ruler (10:17-31)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Eleven:
Jesus, 
Greater Than Fate
Mark 11:1-13:37




As Jesus was traveling down the road, a young man came to him and knelt down before him.  He asked, “Good teacher, what must I do that I may inherit eternal life?”  Jesus mentioned the commandments but then, looking at his heart and loving him, told him that he needed to sell all that he had, give it to the poor and follow Jesus.  The young man left sorrowful because he loved his possessions.  Jesus used the occasion to tell his disciples that it is supremely difficult for those who love riches to enter into the Kingdom of God.  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to make it to heaven.  He reminded his listeners that no one who has left behind land, popularity or family for the sake of Jesus will go without reward.  But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.

True Greatness (10:32-52)
As Jesus’ continued down the road, he began to tell the disciples again the manner in which he would soon die.  The time was coming when he would be betrayed, scourged and crucified.  But he would be raised from the dead.  James and John came to him, asking if they could be given the choice positions in the coming Kingdom.  They claimed they were willing to pay any sacrifice for those positions, but Jesus warned them greatly for what they were saying.  Remember that in the Kingdom, we must serve in order to be considered great.  

Questions
1.  In what ways do our marriages reflect our faith in God?

2.  Why is it important that we love children?

3.  Why is it so difficult for rich people to go to heaven?  How do you define rich?

4.  What are you willing to do to become great?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Eleven:  Jesus, Greater Than Fate (11:1-13:37)
Notes:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Coming King (11:1-33)
As the earthly ministry of Jesus neared its end, Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey.  In fulfillment of prophecy, he was welcomed as a king as the people cried out praises to him.  As Jesus was in Jerusalem, he cleansed the temple again of money changers and those who sought to profit by God’s worship.  This caused the scribes and chief priests to seek out a way to destroy him because they feared Jesus and everything he stood for.  Jesus destroyed a fig tree (a symbol of Israel) when it produced leaves but no fruit.  Usually fig trees produce fruit before they produce leaves, but like the nation of Israel, the tree claimed to have something it did not.  The rulers of the Jews continually tried to confront Jesus, but they were unable to withstand his words and his knowledge of the Word of God.

Jesus And The Jewish Authorities (12:1-37)
In the Parable of the Vinedressers, Jesus confronted the Jewish rulers who claimed to love God but continually persecuted the people who truly followed God.  Jesus said they were much like their ancestors who had persecuted the prophets.  Likewise, Jesus withstood the Sadducees who tried to question Jesus concerning the resurrection.  When a scribe asked Jesus what the greatest commandment was, Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.  The second greatest is love your neighbor as yourself.”  Then Jesus used David’s prophecy in   2 Samuel 23 to show the Jews that as the Son of David, he truly met the qualifications of the Messiah.  Yet the Jewish authorities still rejected him.  But many common people listened to him.
The Widow’s Mite (12:38-44)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Twelve:
Jesus, Greater Than Our Weaknesses
Mark 14:1-72




Jesus warned the people of the ruling authorities who used long, flowing robes to look religious, yet devoured widow’s houses and lived their lives full of pretense.  Then Jesus noticed a widow who threw in just two mites into the Temple treasury.  Jesus was very impressed with her giving, not because of the monetary amount, but because it was all that she had.  Jesus used her example to show what true faith in God looks like.  It’s not just flowing robes and eloquent works that were used by the Pharisees.  It is instead a contrite heart following God.

A Final Prophecy (13:1-37)
The Disciples asked Jesus when the Temple would be destroyed and when the world would end.  Jesus warned them that there would be many signs of the coming destruction of the Temple.  Wars, earthquakes and famines would be seen all over the world.  Disciples would be persecuted and many people would be hated for the cause of Christ.  Jesus then warned that when they saw the armies of Rome approach they were to leave the city immediately.  They were not to return to their house to get their possessions, nor were they to wait for anything because at that time the Temple and the city would be utterly destroyed.  This prophecy was fulfilled in AD 70.  Concerning the Second Coming of Christ, Jesus told his disciples that there would be no signs preceding it.  It would come as a thief in the night.  Therefore we must always be ready for Christ to return!

Questions
1.  Like the fig tree, why is it vital that our fruit match our words?

2.  What are the implications of the Greatest Commandment?

3.  Why was Jesus so impressed by what the widow gave?

4.  What signs will happen before Jesus returns?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson 12:Jesus, Greater Than Our Weaknesses (14:1-72)

In this chapter we see how weak man is oftentimes.  From denial, to rebellion, to pride, man has many shortcomings.  But Christ overcomes all of them.  His purpose will always be accomplished.

Jesus’ Anointing (Mark 14:1-10)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The leaders outright rejected Jesus and his ministry.  Judas was coldly self-calculating concerning how he could made a profit, but a woman come into the room and poured expensive perfume over the head of Jesus, anointing him.  As we study this passage, perhaps we see ourselves and our response to Jesus.  We should seek to always glorify him and do everything we can to serve him.

Peter’s Pride (Mark 14:12-42, 66-72)
As Jesus gathered with his disciples in the upper room, they celebrated the Passover.  As they were eating, Jesus taught them that the bread represented his body and the cup represented his blood of the new covenant which was shed for many.  As Jesus identified his betrayer, Jesus told the apostles that they would soon all be made to stumble and scatter.  Peter rebuked him saying, “Even if all are made to stumble, I will never do so.”  Jesus told him that before the rooster crowed twice in the morning, he will have denied him three times.  But Peter insisted he would never deny Jesus.  The other apostles insisted likewise.  Later that night, Peter was in the courtyard and denied to a young servant girl that he had even seen Jesus.  The servant girl kept asking and he continued to deny it.  Later the crowd began to ask, and Peter cursed and said he did not know him.  Then the rooster crowed and Peter realized what he had done and went out to weep bitterly.
Judas’ Conspiracy (14:43-52)Notes:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Next Week
Lesson Thirteen:
Jesus, 
Greater Than Death
Mark 15:1-16:20




As the only apostle from the same area as Jesus (Judea) and as the keeper of the money for the Apostles, Judas had many things going in his favor.  But he let greed get in the way of his faith to Jesus.  The apostle led the great multitude to Jesus in the garden and even kissed the Savior to fully identify him to the authorities.  For thirty pieces of silver, or the price of a common slave, Judas handed over his friend and Messiah to those who would kill him.  It is amazing what sin will cause us to do when it takes our heart.

The Trial of Jesus (Mark 14:53-72)
Wrong time (nighttime), wrong location (in the courtyard) and wrong evidence (false witnesses)--but none of these mistakes would deter the ones who insisted Christ be crucified.  While all of these mistakes were explicitly condemned in the Law of Moses, these authorities were not concerned with doing things right or legally.  In their hatred for the Son of God, they were willing to do anything to achieve victory over Jesus.  But the victory of Satan would be short lived.  As the long night continued and as the Jews desperately looked for anything remotely wrong with Jesus, the will of God was steadily being carried out.  
“He is despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.  He was despised and we did not esteem him…Yet he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.”  Isaiah 53

Questions
1.  What is our motivation in following Jesus?  Is it pure?

2.  Why did Peter fail to stand up for Christ?  Are we in danger?

3.  Why did Judas fall?  Can money be a danger to the Christian?

4.  In what ways is God’s love evident even in an evil world?
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A Study of Mark’s Gospel
Lesson Thirteen:  Jesus, Greater Than Death (15:1-16:20)

Jesus Mocked and Scourged (Mark 15:1-20)Notes:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In a farce of a trial, Pilate asked Jesus if he was King of the Jews.  Jesus affirmed that he was but refused to answer any of the chief priest’s accusations. Wanting to release Jesus because he knew he was innocent, Pilate offered the choice of Barabbas, a vile rebel and murderer or Jesus to the crowd.  Incited by the rulers, the crowd cried for Barabbas’ freedom.  Pilate, afraid of his people, handed Jesus over to be crucified.  They scourged him, clothed him in purple and a crown of thorns, beat him with rods, spat upon him and mocked him.   They then led him away to be crucified.

Jesus Crucified (Mark 15:21-47)
As they crucified Jesus at nine in the morning, the soldiers gambled at the foot of the cross for his clothes.  On a placard above the Savior was written “King of the Jews.”  Those walking by the crucifixion laughed at him and made fun of his teachings.  They were joined by the chief priests and even those who were crucified with him.  As darkness came over the Land, Jesus quoted Psalm 22 asking, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  Jesus then cried out and breathed his last.  The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  The evil ones had put Christ to death, but it had all been a part of God’s plan.  The nails in the hands and feet, the scourging on his back, the spitting and beating, even the blasphemies were all done because Jesus bore on himself our sins.  Because of the rebellion in our lives and our poor condition without God, Jesus died on the cross.  The centurion in charge of the crucifixion, seeing the way Jesus died, cried out, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”  All of this was watched by the mother of Jesus and many other women.
Jesus Raised (16:1-14)Notes:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________
_____________________
______________________




On the first day of the week, the women traveled to the grave to bathe the body of Jesus with spices.  They were afraid that no one could remove the stone over the tomb so that they could get to the body.  But when they looked up, they saw the stone had been moved away and an angel was sitting there.  He told them, “Don’t be alarmed.  You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He is risen!”  The women quickly fled from the tomb and were amazed.  Later Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene and two men on the road to Emmaus.  Later he appeared to the eleven and showed himself to be alive.  Jesus was truly shown to be the Son of God because he was raised from the dead.  The promise of the resurrection is also for us today when we are faithful to God.

Our Response To The Savior (16:15-20)
Jesus commanded his apostles to go to the entire world and preach the gospel to every creature.  The command in a nutshell:  those who believe and are baptized will be saved, but those who do not believe will be condemned.  As Jesus was received up to the heavens, the apostles went everywhere preaching the word of God.

Questions
1.  Why do you think Jesus had to die such a horrible death as crucifixion?

2.  What are the implications of the resurrection?

3.  How seriously do we each take the Great Commission to take the gospel to every creature?

4.  What are some things you have learned in our study of Mark’s gospel?
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